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December 3rd

This is the first Sunday in Advent and we will celebrate it
with the annual Chrismon Service … and Communion!
Pastor Lee will give an “Advent Message” entitled “Love
Is the Heart of Christmas.” Luke 2:1-20 will be the
Scripture passage.

December 10th

We will be blessed to hear, once more, a message from
Rev. Mariano (Nonong) Ordonez, the pastor of the First
Filipino-American Presbyterian Church of Southern
Nevada.

December 17th

On the third Sunday of Advent our own Rev. Hilda
Pecoraro will offer our message. We also will have the annual “Children’s
Pageant” this Sunday. This is always a highlight of the Advent Season.

December 24th (AM) In the morning’s Worship Service (at 10:00 a.m.) Rev. Joe Fontana will be
leading the service. We have had “Pastor Joe” preach previously. He is a retired
pastor with a wonderful sense of humor.
December 24th (PM) In the Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (at 7:00 p.m.), Rev. Mariano (Nonong)
Ordonez will preside. In addition to the inspirational Candlelight Service we will
also celebrate the Lord’s Supper.
December 31st

Our own Parish Associate, the Rev. Hilda Pecoraro, will lead the service on this
final day of the year. Hilda always has inspiring insights into God’s Word. What a
great way to celebrate the end of 2017 – in worshipping with God’s people!

December 2017
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8:00 AM

Men’s Fellowship Group

3

9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
Chrismon Service

11:00 AM

All-church Coffee Fellowship
Bring something yummy!

December Birthdays
1
2
20
21
25

11:30 AM Joint Deacon/Session Meeting
5

12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group

6

7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

7

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

10 9:00 AM

Michelle Grevich
Virginia Jacobs
Dan Chandler
Savanna Millholland
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

28 Karen Fallon
29 Sierra Shepherd

If you don’t see your name
listed in the birthdays or
anniversaries, please let the
office know so we can add
you to the list!

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM Worship Service
11:15 AM Deacons’ Meeting
12 10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
12 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
13 7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

14 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

17 9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

9:00 AM

Session Meeting

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
Children’s Christmas Pageant

11:00 AM Congregational Meeting
1:00 PM

Celebrating an Anniversary

Cookie Exchange at the Purtill’s

19 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
21 7:00 PM
24

Choir Practice

9:00 AM Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10

Karen & Albert Fallon

27

Susie & Marshall Hanson

30

Janis & Paul Millholland

10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School

24 7:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service/Communion

Merry Christmas To All!

25

26 10:00 AM  Craft Group
28

SCOUTS THIS MONTH

7:00 PM Choir Practice

31 9:00 AM

1st & 3rd Mondays 6:00 PM, Sea Scouts
2nd & 4th Tuesdays 5:30 PM, Girl Scouts
Wednesdays
6:00 PM, Cub Scouts
7:00 PM, Boy Scouts

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School

Happy New Year’s EVE!

Answer to Quotefall, page 7: John 3:16. Easy
one this month!!

31

2

“PASTOR LEE” THOUGHTS
Merry Christmas
Joyeux Noël
Feliz Navidad
Selamat Hari Natal
Frohe Weihnachten
Καλά Χριστούγεννα
חַ ג מֹולָד שָ מֵ ח
ՇՇՇՇՇՇՇՇՇ ՇՇՇՇՇ ՇՇՇՇՇՇ:
It doesn’t matter the language you say it in … the meaning
is the same … the words “Merry Christmas” are said at this time
of the year.
In the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the definition of
“Merry” is: “very happy and cheerful: feeling or showing joy and happiness; or causing joy and
happiness.” [http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/merry]
The definition for “Christmas” is: “a Christian holiday that is celebrated on December 25 in honor
of the birth of Jesus Christ or the period of time that comes before and after this holiday.” [ http://
www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/Christmas]
So, with those definitions in mind, we are to be happy and cheerful, showing joy and happiness
or causing joy and happiness during this very special time of the year of celebrating the birth of our
Lord and Savior. I like the idea of causing joy and happiness for describing what we do. There is a
personal response needed to “cause” something to happen. It has to be an intentional act. But, how do
we do this when this can be a very stressful time of year for many people? Here are a few suggestions:


Invite people to our Worship Services, Kid’s Church, Adult Sunday School class, and the midweek Bible Studies so they can hear about God’s love for them


Say “Merry Christmas” to employees you come in contact with

Smile when you encounter people while shopping or out and about

Be “extra” thankful to people that have given you excellent service

Be encouraging to those that haven’t given you excellent service

I’m sure you can think of many more ways of “causing joy and happiness” to others
So, as you go about your daily routine during this Christmas Season, think of ways you can
spread the Good News through your words and actions … and do them! It will bless other people …
and give you joy as well.
Merry Christmas everyone,
In His Service,
Pastor Lee

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
There will be no Wednesday Evening Bible Study during the month of December. It will resume in
the new year. Please keep Pastor Lee in your thoughts and prayers for a successful surgery and a
swift recovery.
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NOTICE REGARDING END-OF-YEAR GIVING
Please note that the church financial “books” will be closed at
noon on Tuesday, December 28th. Please be sure that all
“End-of-Year” donations are in the office prior to this time.
Thank you.

Order Your
Poinsettias

PLEDGE CARDS NEEDED!
Please fill out your pledge card for the coming year and
turn it in as soon as possible to the church office. The
pledge cards are used to create the church budget.
Without pledges of support for the upcoming year, the
session is unable to make a budget. Fill out and clip the
form below and either place it in the offering plate at
church, send it in the mail, or scan and email the form.
Please help as you are able.

Annual Christmas poinsettias will again
decorate our sanctuary the weeks before
Christmas. Then, after our Christmas
Eve Service you may take them home.
More information will be given at church
services. Or, call the church office at
702-565-9684 for more information.

Henderson Presbyterian Church
Financial Stewardship Commitment
2018

MEN’S
GROUP
MEETING

To support the mission of our church
Name:
Address:
City:
$

State:
per ( ) week

(

) month

Zip:
( ) other

Commitment may be increased or decreased due to changing circumstances.

The Men’s
Group will meet at the church on
Saturday, December 2 at 8:00 am.
Come join in a great breakfast and good
fellowship with the guys! Be sure to mark
your calendars for the first Men’s Group
meeting of 2018 on January 6.

OPPORTUNITIES AT HPC
Calling all who worship at Henderson Presbyterian Church! We need you to sign up on
the clipboards on the end of the hallway leading to the Sanctuary. There are multiple
opportunities to be part of your church. Get involved in the life of the church in one of
these ways.
You can sign up …
to be a Lay Leader on Sunday morning – it’s not as hard as you might think! Check
with any of our Elders, for more information.
for Coffee Fellowship (sign up with several friends if you like) – our Coffee Fellowship is a great
time to introduce ourselves to someone we don’t know … or “touch base” with our friends over
something to eat.
Note: On the 1st Sunday of each month there will be a “Pot Luck Coffee Fellowship” in which
all are encouraged to bring some item to share. It will be a great time to taste the various
food items – from cookies, fruit, vegetables, candies, or other treats – prepared or brought
by our congregation. Coffee and punch will be provided. Finger foods encouraged!
to be a Greeter to welcome those who come to worship with us – a friendly smile is a great way to
be met on a Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact Marshall Hanson, our
elder in charge of Membership & Evangelism.
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DEACONS, COMMISSIONS, AND
SESSION MEETINGS

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION
NEWS
ADULTS AND KIDS

The Deacons and Session Meetings for this month
have been announced.
There will be the Annual Joint Session/Deacon
Meeting on December 3, during the Coffee
Fellowship. We will meet in the Sunday School/
Kid’s Church Room. All current and those-to-benominated Elders and Deacons will get together for
lunch and a special training.
The Deacons will meet on Sunday, December 10,
during the Coffee Fellowship.
The Session of our church will meet on December
17, at 9:00 AM. Please note the change in time.
After church, there will be a congregational
meeting moderated by Rev. Hilda Pecoraro to elect
church officers for the coming year.
Please note: The HPC Commissions will not meet
this month.

Sunday morning Adult Bible Study is held at
9:00 am in the church library. Join Karen
Fallon in a study of the different views
regarding the "last times" in The Revelation to
John.
Kids Sunday School (Kid’s Church) begins
right after the Children’s Message during the
worship service. Kids are asked to sit with
their families for the first part of the service
and then are excused to Sunday school
where they take part in age-appropriate
lessons and activities.
We are practicing for the Christmas Pageant,
so please bring the kids so they can be our
HPC actors!!

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY

PRAYER
CHAIN

The Women’s Bible Study will meet on certain
Tuesdays in December at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room. Please check with the church
office for dates. Contact Barbara Sylvis for more
information-(702) 565-0668.

If you want to
solicit prayers
for yourself or someone else, simply phone
the church office and put in your request or,
send your information to Karen Fallon at
kate42nate@yahoo.com.
Deacons
Sue Lednicky – Moderator
Toni Purtill – Secretary
Karen Fallon – Treasurer
Rob Bumann
Peggie Carter
Richard Frassato
Bethany Sell
Rita Yeager

CHURCH OFFICERS 2017
The following have been elected as our church
officers:
Ruling Elders (Session)
Barbara Gillaspy – Clerk
Karen Chandler – Christian Education
Marshall Hanson – Membership & Evangelism/
Mission
Phyllis Dougherty - Membership and Evangelism/
Mission
Tom Mack – Stewardship & Finance
Alice Cain – Building & Operations
Craig Sell – Worship
Connie Knight – Personnel

Our
Church
Officers
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CONGREGATIONAL MEETINGS ANNOUNCED
The Session of HPC has called for a Congregational Meeting
to be held on Sunday, December 17th immediately after the Worship
Service. The purpose of the meeting is for the election of new
officers (Elders and Deacons). Be sure to stay after the Worship
Service for this very important meeting.
Also, on Sunday, January 21st, the Session has called our
Annual Congregational Meeting. At this meeting we will have the
reports from the various committees and groups of our church, the
2018 Budget will be presented, and the Pastor’s Terms of Call will be
discussed and voted on. Please be sure to stay after church and
participate in the meeting.

CHRISTMAS MOVIES ON
HALLMARK

SAVE THE DATE
December 17 Children’s Christmas Pageant
December 17 Congregational Meeting-Election
of Officers

If you get the Hallmark Channel, don’t forget
to look for movies by Pauline and Vern
Garman’s son, Rick. Titles include Enchanted
Christmas, Christmas in EverGreen, and A
Royal New Years Eve among others!

December 24 Christmas Eve Service
January 21

Annual Congregational Meeting

CHRISTMAS CAROL GAME
Fill in the answers to the songs below—The first column names the song; the second column gives a
line from the song and in the third column, you finish the line from the song. Easy-Peasy! Right?

Song Title

Clue

Answer

All I Want for Christmas is
My Two Front Teeth

Gosh oh gee how happy I’d be...

All I Want for Christmas is
You

I don’t want a lot for Christmas...

Away in a Manger

Away in a manger...

Deck the Halls

Tis the season to be...

Do You Hear What I Hear? Said the night wind to the little
lamb...

Frosty the Snowman

He was made of snow but the
children know...

Grandma Got Run Over by Grandma got run over by a
reindeer…
a Reindeer
Here Comes Santa Claus

Bells are ringing, children
singing...
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Christmas Quotefall

answer on page 2

Draw from the letters above each column to fill in the spaces in the grid below. Only the letters in
each column may be used in that column. Looking at the grid, you see clear squares and solid
squares. The clear or white squares indicate missing letters in the grid. The solid squares indicate the end of a word or, looking at it another way, the space between two words. Words can
wrap around from one row to the next, so the end of a row DOES NOT mean that is the end of the
word. ONLY a solid square indicates the end of a word. Once the puzzle is solved, the message
reads horizontally, from left to right, across each row—as if you’re reading a book.
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NUMBER FILL-IT-IN
3 Digits

4 Digits

5 Digits

164

1472

14369

51943

218

1692

16324

56218

285

1859

18234

69784

317

2674

18324

71658

375
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23156

72691

376
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24753
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418

3491
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529
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952

7681

49321
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'Christmas is for love' is a short story found on the Internet and we would like to share it with you; the
author remains unknown.

Christmas is for Love - A Classic Tale
Christmas is for love. It is for joy, for giving and sharing, for
laughter, for reuniting with family and friends, for tinsel and brightly
covered packages. But, mostly Christmas is for love. I had not
believed this until a small elfin-like pupil with wide innocent eyes and
soft rosy cheeks gave me a wondrous gift one Christmas.
Matthew was a 10 year old orphan who lived with his aunt, a bitter,
middle aged woman greatly annoyed with the burden of caring for her
dead sister's son. She never failed to remind young Matthew, if it
hadn't been for her generosity, he would be a vagrant, homeless waif.
Still, with all the scolding and chilliness at home, he was a sweet and
gentle child.
I had not noticed Matthew particularly until he began staying after class
each day [at the risk of arousing his aunt's anger so I learned later] to
help me straighten up the room. We did this quietly and comfortably,
not speaking much, but enjoying the solitude of that hour of the day.
When we did talk, Matthew spoke mostly of his mother. Though he was
quite young when she died, he remembered a kind, gentle, loving woman
who always spent time with him.
As Christmas drew near however, Matthew failed to stay after school each day. I looked
forward to his coming, and when the days passed and he continued to scamper hurriedly
from the room after class, I stopped him one afternoon and asked him why he no longer
helped me in the room. I told him how I had missed him, and his large brown eyes lit up
eagerly as he replied, 'Did you really miss me?'
I explained how he had been my best helper, 'I was making you a surprise,' he whispered
confidentially. 'It's for Christmas.' With that, he became embarrassed and dashed from the
room. He didn't stay after school any more after that.
Finally came the last school day before Christmas. Matthew crept slowly into the room late
that afternoon with his hands concealing something behind his back. 'I have your present,'
he said timidly when I looked up. 'I hope you like it.' He held out his hands, and there lying
in his small palms was a tiny wooden box.
'It's beautiful, Matthew. Is there something in it?' I asked opening the top to look inside. 'Oh
you can't see what's in it,' he replied, 'and you can't touch it, or taste it or feel it, but mother
always said it makes you feel good all the time, warm on cold nights and safe when you're all
alone.'
I gazed into the empty box. 'What is it, Matthew' I asked gently, 'that will make me feel so
good?'
'It's love,' he whispered softly, 'and mother always said it's best when you give it away.' He
turned and quietly left the room.
So now I keep a small box crudely made of scraps of wood on the piano in my living room
and only smile when inquiring friends raise quizzical eyebrows when I explain to them there is
love in it.
Yes, Christmas is for gaiety, mirth, song, and for good and wondrous gifts. But mostly,
Christmas is for love.
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