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December 2nd

December 9th

December 16th

December 23rd
December 24th

December 30th

We will have our Annual “Chrismon Service” this Sunday
where we will place the “Chrismons” (ornaments) on the
trees in our sanctuary. Pastor Lee’s Advent Meditation will
be called “The Lord Is Our Righteousness.”
The children of our church will present two plays this Sunday. The first is “The
Wisdom of the Pine” and the second is the traditional Christmas pageant with the
manger scene, angels, animals, and, of course, Mary, Joseph, and the baby
Jesus. We will be meeting jointly with the First Filipino-American Presbyterian
Church. Pastor Lee will have a short Advent Meditation called “A Messenger.”
Our Church Choir, directed by Adrienne Mondeau, will present the annual
Christmas Cantata this Sunday. It is called: “An Old Fashioned Christmas.” Come
and enjoy this inspirational cantata. The Advent Meditation for this Sunday is called
“A Child Will Be Born.”
This is Christmas Sunday – one of the two most important Sundays of the year.
We will celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ through song,
prayer, Scripture readings, and a message entitled “The Visit.”
We will again be meeting in conjunction with the First Filipino-American
Presbyterian Church. The service will start at 6:00 p.m. and will include both
church choirs, a Christmas Meditation called “Let’s Go to Bethlehem,” and will
conclude with the traditional lighting of the Christmas candles and the singing of
“Silent Night.”
On the final Sunday of 2018 – the First Sunday after Christmas Day – we will
celebrate what God has done for us throughout the year. Pastor Lee’s message
will be “Looking Back – and Forward.”

December 2018
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8:00 AM

Men’s Fellowship Group

2

9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
Chrismon Service

11:00 AM

All-church Coffee Fellowship
Bring something yummy!

4

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study

4

12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group

5

7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

6

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

7

6:00 PM

Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal

9

9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

9

10:00 AM

Worship Service
Children’s Christmas Pageant

December Birthdays

11 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
Joint Session/Deacon Meeting

12 7:00 PM

Michelle Grogan
Carlea Miller
Virginia Jacobs
Georjean Knight
Dan Chandler
Savanna Millholland
Happy Birthday, Jesus!

26
28
28
29

Diane Mancha
Karen Fallon
Iline Mayrose
Sierra Shepherd

If you don’t see your name
listed in the birthdays or
anniversaries, please let the
office know so we can add
you to the list!

11:15 AM Deacons’ Meeting
TBD

1
1
2
15
20
21
25

Adult Bible Study

13 11:30 AM Daytimers’ Meeting/Potluck
13 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

16 9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School

Celebrating an Anniversary

Christmas Cantata

11:00 AM Congregational Meeting

10

Karen & Albert Fallon

11:15 AM Session Meeting

27

Susie & Marshall Hanson

1:00 PM

30

Janis & Paul Millholland

Cookie Exchange at the Purtill’s

18 10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
18 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
19 7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

20 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

23 9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

Scouts this Month

10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
24 6:00 PM

Christmas Eve Service/Communion

Girl Scouts Most Tuesdays, 5:30-7:00 PM
Cub Scouts Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 PM
Boy Scouts Wednesdays, 6:00-8:00 PM

Merry Christmas To All!

25
27 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

30 9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School/Bible Study

10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
Answer to Quotefall, page 7: James 1:17

31

Happy New Year’s EVE!
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“Pastor Lee” Thoughts
The Advent season is a very busy time for most of us. However, it is important for us to slow
down to truly feel the loving touch of God’s hand at this time. We are looking forward to once again
celebrating Jesus’ birth. At first thought, the waiting should be in stillness and calm but that is not the
way it is at all. We are so rushed and busy with the many responsibilities and obligations of the
season. There are gifts to buy, parties to go to, special church services to attend, and for most of us,
when Christmas is over it will be a relief. It is a relief, because we can finally slow down and rest
from the “holidays” that our world has created.
Let me urge you to think in a counter-cultural way. Try to see these coming days between
now and Christmas Day as a time to reflect on the true
meaning of Christmas. The true meaning of Christmas is love:
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son
into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the
world might be saved through him.” [John 3:16-17 NRSV]
The true joy of Christmas is the celebration of this
incredible act of love. It is so easy to forget in the social
craziness of competing ideas that surround us. Let us resolve
not to be carried away by the chaos around us.
Here are a few suggestions that may help you to re-center your life in this busy season:

 Give something to a total stranger.
 Take the time to make eye contact and speak to store clerks who serve you – tell them “Merry








Christmas” (not “Happy Holidays”).
Reaffirm your love to your family and friends.
Pay someone a compliment.
Share your belief in Jesus with someone.
Attend worship regularly throughout the month.
Reconcile with someone.
Pray.
Spend a little time in silence every day listening to God and talking with Him.

Those are just a few of the many things that we can do in this season if we just slow down and
look outside of ourselves. I am sure that you can think of some on your own, but you have to be still
long enough to do so. I hope that you can find a way to grab the opportunities that come with the
Christmas season.
Prayer
Lord, there are times when I just want to ask your help so that I may just spend some time
living like you. May I follow the example of Jesus as I share the love that was modeled by
Him. Such a love is without strings or stipulation but merely a love that is waiting to be
accepted. Let me reach out with open arms to all. May you guide me in my decisions this
season and allow me to be a source of blessing to those I touch.
Amen.

[Adapted from: https://ijboudreaux.com/category/advent/]

God bless,
Pastor Lee
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study
The Wednesday Evening Bible study meets at 7:00 PM in
the Fireside Room. You can pick up a study guide at the
Welcome Center.

Pledge Cards Needed!

Order Your
Poinsettias

Please fill out your pledge card for the coming year and
turn it in as soon as possible to the church office. The
pledge cards are used to create the church budget.
Without pledges of support for the upcoming year, the
session is unable to make a budget. Fill out and clip the
form below and either place it in the offering plate at
church, send it in the mail, or scan and email the form.
Please help as you are able.

Annual Christmas poinsettias will again
decorate our sanctuary the weeks before
Christmas. Then, after our Christmas
Eve Service you may take them home.
More information will be given at church
services. Or, call the church office at
702-565-9684 for more information.

Henderson Presbyterian Church
Financial Stewardship Commitment
2019

Men’s
Group
Meeting

To support the mission of our church

Name:
Address:
City:
$

State:
per ( ) week

(

Zip:

) month

( ) other

Commitment may be increased or decreased due to changing circumstances.

The Men’s
Group will meet at the church on
Saturday, December 1 at 8:00 am.
Come join in a great breakfast and good
fellowship with the guys! Be sure to mark
your calendars for the first Men’s Group
meeting of 2019 on January 5.

Opportunities at HPC

Calling all who worship at Henderson Presbyterian Church! We need you to sign up on
the clipboards on the end of the hallway leading to the Sanctuary. There are multiple
opportunities to be part of your church. Get involved in the life of the church in one of
these ways.
You can sign up …
to be a Lay Leader on Sunday morning – it’s not as hard as you might think! Check
with any of our Elders, for more information.
for Coffee Fellowship (sign up with several friends if you like) – our Coffee Fellowship is a great
time to introduce ourselves to someone we don’t know … or “touch base” with our friends over
something to eat.
Note: On the 1st Sunday of each month there will be a “Pot Luck Coffee Fellowship” in which
all are encouraged to bring some item to share. It will be a great time to taste the various
food items – from cookies, fruit, vegetables, candies, or other treats – prepared or brought
by our congregation. Coffee will be provided. Finger foods encouraged!
to be a Greeter to welcome those who come to worship with us – a friendly smile is a great way to
be met on a Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact Joe Guerra, our elder
in charge of Membership & Evangelism.
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Deacons, Commissions, and
Session Meetings

Christian Education News
Adults and Kids

The Deacons and Session meetings for this month
have been announced.
The Deacons will meet on December 9th in the
Library. Their meetings occur during the Coffee
Fellowship after the Worship Service.

Sunday morning Adult Bible Study is held at
9:00 am in the Sunday school room.
Kids Sunday School (Kid’s Church) begins
right after the Children’s Message during the
worship service. Kids are asked to sit with
their families for the first part of the service
and then are excused to Sunday school
where they take part in age-appropriate
lessons and activities.

The Commissions will not meet this month. Look
for an announcement regarding January’s
meetings.
The Session of our church will meet on December
16th during the Coffee Fellowship. All are welcome
to attend and give their input to our Session

Joint Session/Deacon Meeting
There will be a joint Session/Deacon Meeting on
Tuesday, December 11 in the Fireside Room.
There will be a light dinner followed by some
Christmas “frivolities” and a short training session.
All Elders and Deacons (and Spouses) are invited.
Please let Pastor Lee know by December 7 how
many to expect so food can be ordered.

We are practicing for
the Christmas
Pageant, so please
bring the kids so they
can be our HPC
actors!! There will be
a dress rehearsal on
Friday, December 7 at
6:00 PM. PLEASE!
It’s important for kids
to attend both the
Sunday practices as
well as the dress
rehearsal!

Church Officers 2018
The following have been elected as our church
officers:

The following are our church officers:

Prayer
Chain

Session (Elders)
Barbara Gillaspy – Clerk
Alice Cain – Building & Operations
Karen Chandler – Christian Education
Joe Guerra – Membership & Evangelism
Anne Mack – Personnel
Craig Sell – Stewardship & Finance/Worship

If you want to
solicit prayers for yourself or someone else,
simply phone the church office and put in your
request or, send your information to Karen
Fallon at kate42nate@yahoo.com.

Deacons
Jim Purtill – Moderator
Bethany Sell – Secretary
Karen Fallon – Treasurer
Rob Bumann
Peggie Carter
Richard Frassato
Christian Guerra
Toni Purtill

Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Bible Study will meet on
Tuesdays, December 4 and 18 at 10:00 a.m.
in the Fireside Room. Contact Barbara Sylvis
for more information-(702) 565-0668.
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Congregational Meeting Called
The Session has called for a Congregational
Meeting for Sunday, December 16th, right after the
Worship Service. The purpose of the meeting will be
for the election of Ruling Elders and Deacons.
Please plan to stay for a few minutes as your vote is
important.

Daytimers’ Monthly Meeting
The Daytimers will meet on
December 13th at 11:30 for their
monthly luncheon and meeting.
All “Senior Citizens” are
encouraged to join in a time of
fellowship. Please bring a small
white elephant gift for a gift
exchange.

Holy Land Trip
Have you ever wanted to go to the Holy
Land—to Israel and Jordan? Well, this is
your opportunity. Pastor Lee will be
hosting a trip to Israel and Jordan next
September 20th through October 2nd.
Among the places we will visit include: the
Sea of Galilee, Nazareth, Capernaum,
Caesarea Philippi, the Dead Sea,
Petra, Masada, En-Gedi,
Qumran, Jerusalem, and
Bethlehem. There will be many,
many more places we will have
the opportunity to see “first
hand.”

Nominating Committee
Hard at Work
The Nominating Committee is hard at work
seeking God’s direction for several positions.
This year there are three Elder positions (one
for one year and two for three years) and two
Deacon positions (each for three years) they
need to fill. If God is calling you to serve His
church in any of these capacities, please
contact any of the members of the Nominating
Committee: Karen Chandler, Chairperson;
Anne Mack, Session Representative; Rob
Bumann, Deacon Representative; Sue
Lednicky; Karen Fallon; Jared Nitz; and
Marshall Hanson.
December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th
December 23rd
December 24th
December 25th
January 6th

Jim & Toni Purtill
are hosting the
annual “Cookie
Exchange” at their
home on
December 16th. It
is a fun time of fellowship, a soup
luncheon, and an opportunity to take
home delicious cookies made by those
that attend. There is a sign-up list on the
bulletin board in the main hallway.

If you are interested, please pick
up a flyer at the Welcome
Center called “Footsteps of
Jesus: Israel & Jordan.” The
flyer lists all of the places on the
itinerary, shows a few pictures,
and states the financial
considerations.
It would be great to have quite a few
people from Henderson Presbyterian
Church make this exciting trip. It may be
an opportunity of a lifetime!

Our annual Chrismon Service will be observed this Sunday
Children’s Christmas Pageant during the Worship Service
(Joint Service with the First Filipino American Presbyterian
Church)
Choir Christmas Cantata during the Worship Service
Christmas Sunday
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service (Joint Service with the
First Filipino-American Presbyterian Church)
Christmas Day—Christ is Born!
Epiphany Sunday—Take down the Christmas decorations
after the Worship Service
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Christmas Quotefall

answer on page 2

Draw from the letters above each column to fill in the spaces in the grid below. Only the letters in
each column may be used in that column. Looking at the grid, you see clear squares and solid
squares. The clear or white squares indicate missing letters in the grid. The solid squares indicate the end of a word or, looking at it another way, the space between two words. Words can
wrap around from one row to the next, so the end of a row DOES NOT mean that is the end of the
word. ONLY a solid square indicates the end of a word. Once the puzzle is solved, the message
reads horizontally, from left to right, across each row—as if you’re reading a book.
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14369
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218

1692

16324

56218

285

1859
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Christmas Story: For the Man Who Hated Christmas
By Nancy W. Gavin

It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no
identification, no inscription. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years.
It all began because my husband Mike hated Christmas. Oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but
the commercial aspects of it – overspending and the frantic running around at the last minute to get
a tie for Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma – the gifts given in desperation because
you couldn't think of anything else.
Knowing he felt this way, I decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. I
reached for something special just for Mike. The inspiration came in an unusual way.
Our son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling team at the school he attended. Shortly
before Christmas, there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church.
These youngsters, dressed in sneakers so ragged that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing
holding them together, presented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms
and sparkling new wrestling shoes.
As the match began, I was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without headgear, a
kind of light helmet designed to protect a wrestler's ears. It was a luxury the ragtag team obviously
could not afford.
Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. Mike, seated beside me, shook his
head sadly, "I wish just one of them could have won," he said. "They have a lot of potential, but
losing like this could take the heart right out of them." Mike loved kids – all kids. He so enjoyed
coaching little league football, baseball and lacrosse. That's when the idea for his present came.
That afternoon, I went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of wrestling
headgear and shoes, and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, I
placed a small, white envelope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what I had done, and that this
was his gift from me.
Mike's smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year. And that same bright smile lit up
succeeding years. For each Christmas, I followed the tradition – one year sending a group of
mentally handicapped youngsters to a hockey game, another year a check to a pair of elderly
brothers whose home had burned to the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on.
The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on
Christmas morning, and our children – ignoring their new toys – would stand with wide-eyed
anticipation as their dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal its contents. As the children grew,
the toys gave way to more practical presents, but the small, white envelope never lost its allure.
The story doesn't end there. You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When
Christmas rolled around, I was still so wrapped in grief that I barely got the tree up. But Christmas
Eve found me placing an envelope on the tree. And the next morning, I found it was magically joined
by three more. Unbeknownst to the others, each of our three children had, for the first time, placed a
white envelope on the tree for their dad. The tradition has grown and someday will expand even
further with our grandchildren standing to take down that special envelope.
Mike's spirit, like the Christmas spirit will always be with us.
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