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December 1st

This Sunday is our traditional Chrismon Service where we
place the special Chrismons (ornaments) on the Christmas
Trees. Pastor Lee will have an Advent meditation and we
also will observe the Lord’s Supper…a busy Worship
Service, indeed!

December 8th

The children of HPC and the First Filipino-American Presbyterian Church will
present the annual Children’s Pageant during the service this Sunday. They will
present two plays: “The Candy Cane” and the traditional service with the Holy
Family, angels, shepherds, and wise men. Between the two plays, Pastor Nonong
from FFAPC will bless us with an Advent meditation.

December 15th

The combined choirs of HPC and FFAPC will present their Christmas Cantata.
Pastor Lee will share an Advent meditation prior to the cantata.

December 22nd

Christmas Sunday! Come and celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior on this
special Sunday. Come and hear the wonderful Good News of the birth of the
Savior of the World!

December 24th

We will again be joined by our brothers and sisters from the FFAPC as we
celebrate, once again, the birth of Jesus on Christmas Eve. Pastor Nonong will
share a message of Jesus’ birth. Also, the Lord’s Supper will be observed during
this very special service. The service will start at 6:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary.

December 29th

On the first Sunday after Christmas, Pastor Lee will reflect back on 2019 and look
forward to 2020 during our service.

December 2019

December Birthdays

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School

1

10:00 AM

3

10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study

3

12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group

4

7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

5

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

6

6:00 PM

Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal

7

8:00 AM

Men’s Group

1
2
3
5
15
20
21
23

8

10:00 AM

Worship Service-Joint HPC/FFAPC

25 Happy Birthday, Jesus!

Chrismon Service

Children’s Christmas Pageant

26
28
28
29

11:15 AM Deacons’ Meeting
10 10:00 AM Women’s Bible Study
10 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
11 7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

12 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

15 10:00 AM

Michelle Grogan
Virginia Jacobs
Annie Allis
Sharon Davie
Georjean Knight
Dan Chandler
Savanna Millholland
Luis Ramirez-Sotelo

Diane Mancha
Barbara Dickensheets
Karen Fallon
Sierra Shepherd

If you don’t see your name
listed in the birthdays or
anniversaries, please let the
office know so we can add
you to the list!

Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School

Christmas Cantata

11:15 AM Session Meeting
17 12:00 PM Head, Heart, Hands Craft Group
18 7:00 PM

Adult Bible Study

19 7:00 PM

Choir Practice

22 10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
24 6:00 PM
25

Celebrating an Anniversary

Christmas Eve Service/Communion

Merry Christmas To All!

29 10:00 AM Worship Service/Kid’s Sunday School
Congregational Potluck
following the church service!!
31

10

Karen & Albert Fallon

27

Susie & Marshall Hanson

30

Janis & Paul Millholland

Happy New Year’s EVE!

Scouts this Month
Girl Scouts
Cub Scouts
Boy Scouts
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Tuesdays, 5:30 PM
Wednesdays, 5:30 PM
Wednesdays, 6:00 PM

“Pastor Lee” Thoughts
Merry Christmas
Joyeux Noël
Feliz Navidad
Selamat Hari Natal
Frohe Weihnachten
Καλά Χριστούγεννα
חַ ג מֹולָ ד ָשמֵ ח
Շնորհավոր Սուրբ Ծնունդ:
It doesn’t matter the language you say it in … the meaning is the same … the words “Merry
Christmas” are said at this time of the year. In the Merriam-Webster Dictionary, the definition of
“Merry” is: “very happy and cheerful: feeling or showing joy and happiness; or causing joy and
happiness.” [http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/merry] The definition for “Christmas” is: “a
Christian holiday that is celebrated on December 25 in honor of the birth of Jesus Christ or the
period of time that comes before and after this holiday.” [http://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/
Christmas] So, with those definitions in mind, we are to be happy and cheerful, showing joy and
happiness or causing joy and happiness during this very special time of the year of celebrating the
birth of our Lord and Savior. I like the idea of causing joy and happiness to describe what we do.
There is a personal response needed to “cause” something to happen. It has to be an intentional
act. But, how do we do this when this can be a very stressful time of year for many people? Here
are a few suggestions:
 Invite people to our Worship Services and Bible Studies so they can hear about God’s love
for them
 Say “Merry Christmas” to employees you come in contact with
 Smile when you encounter people while shopping or out and about
 Be “extra” thankful to people that have given you excellent service
 Be encouraging to those that haven’t given you excellent service
I’m sure you can think of many more ways of “causing joy and happiness” to others
So, as you go about your daily routine during this Christmas Season, think of ways you can
spread the Good News through your words and actions … and do them! It will bless other people …
and give you joy as well.
Merry Christmas everyone,
Pastor Lee
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Wednesday Evening Bible Study
The Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study
meets at 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday in December
(except for December 25th – Christmas Day). The
schedule for this month is as follows:
 December 4 – Matthew 25:14-30 – the Parable
of the Talents
 December 11 – Matthew 25:31-46 – The Parable
of the Sheep and the Goats
 December 18 – Matthew 25:1-13 – The Parable
of the Wise and Foolish Bridesmaids
All are welcome to attend. If you have never
come to the Wednesday Night Adult Bible Study we
would love to have you join us. We look forward to
seeing you there!

Order Your
Poinsettias
Annual Christmas poinsettias will again
decorate our sanctuary the weeks before
Christmas. Then, after our Christmas
Eve Service you may take them home.
More information will be given at church
services. Or, call the church office at
702-565-9684 for more information.

Men’s
Group
Meeting

Women’s Bible
Study
The Women’s Bible Study will meet on Tuesdays,
December 3 and 10 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fireside
Room. They are starting a new study entitled, “A
Woman’s Journey Through Luke.” Contact Barbara
Sylvis for more information-(702) 565-0668.

The Men’s
Fellowship Group will meet at the church
on Saturday, December 7 at 8:00 am.
Come join in a great breakfast and good
fellowship with the guys! Be sure to mark
your calendars for the first Men’s Group
meeting of 2020 on January 4.

Opportunities at HPC

Calling all who worship at Henderson Presbyterian Church! We need you to sign up on
the clipboards on the end of the hallway leading to the Sanctuary. There are multiple
opportunities to be part of your church. Get involved in the life of the church in one of
these ways.
You can sign up …
to be a Lay Leader on Sunday morning – it’s not as hard as you might think! Check
with Craig Sell, our elder in charge of Worship, for more information.
for Coffee Fellowship (sign up with several friends if you like) – our Coffee Fellowship is a great
time to introduce ourselves to someone we don’t know … or “touch base” with our friends over
something to eat.
Note: On the LAST Sunday of each month there will be a “Pot Luck Coffee Fellowship” in
which all are encouraged to bring some item to share. It will be a great time to taste the
various food items – from cookies, fruit, vegetables, candies, or other treats – prepared or
brought by our congregation. Coffee will be provided. Finger foods encouraged!
to be a Greeter to welcome those who come to worship with us – a friendly smile is a great way to
be met on a Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact Craig Delano, our
elder in charge of Membership & Evangelism.
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Deacons, Commissions, and
Session Meetings

Christian Education News

The Deacons and Session meetings for this month
have been announced.
The Commissions will meet during the
Coffee Fellowship on December 1st. This will make
it easier for all that are interested in participating in
the Commissions to do so since the meetings will
be immediately after our Sunday morning worship.
Fill up your plate and bring it with you to the
Commission of your choice. Look for
announcements in the bulletin regarding where
each Commission will meet.
The Deacons will meet on December 8th in the
Library. Their meetings occur during the Coffee
Fellowship after the Worship Service.

Kids Sunday School (Kid’s Church) begins
right after the Children’s Message during the
worship service. Kids are asked to sit with
their families for the first part of the service
and then are excused to Sunday school
where they take part in age-appropriate
lessons and activities.
We are practicing for the Christmas
Pageant, so please bring the kids so they
can be our HPC actors!! There will be a dress
rehearsal on Friday,
December 6 at 6:00
PM. PLEASE! It’s

important for kids
to attend both the
Sunday practices
as well as the
dress rehearsal!

The Session of our church will meet in the Sunday
School room on December 15th during the Coffee
Fellowship. All are welcome to attend and give
their input to our Session.

Church Officers

Ruling Elders and
Deacons Elected

The following are our church officers:

The following were elected to serve as
Ruling Elders and Deacons at the
Congregational Meeting held on November 17th:

Session (Elders)
Barbara Gillaspy – Clerk
Karen Chandler – Christian Ed / Nom. Comm.
Craig Delano – Membership & Evangelism
Karen Fallon – Stewardship & Finance
Joe Guerra – Building & Operations
Anne Mack – Personnel
Craig Sell – Worship

Ruling Elders (Session)
Gilbert Tam (2021)
Karen Chandler (2022)
Karen Fallon (2022)
Jared Nitz (2022)

Deacons
Sally Buck (2022)
Alice Cain (2022)
Naomi Guerra (2022)

The Nominating Committee is in the process of
nominating one more Deacon.

Deacons
Christian Guerra - Moderator
Bethany Sell – Secretary
Rob Bumann – Treasurer
Jim Purtill – Nominating Committee Rep.
Toni Purtill
Peggie Carter
Mary Moreland-Salaiz
Robert Salaiz

Thanks to the Nominating Committee consisting
of Karen Chandler, Chairperson; Joe Guerra,
Session Representative; Jim Purtill, Deacon
Representative; and Richard Frassato, Barbara
Gillaspy, Tom Mack, and Paul Millholland
(Congregation Representatives) for their work.
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Pledge Cards Needed!

Save the Date

Please fill out your pledge card for the coming year and December 1st
turn it in as soon as possible to the church office. The
pledge cards are used to create the church budget.
Without pledges of support for the upcoming year, the
session is unable to make a budget. Fill out and clip the December 8th
form below and either place it in the offering plate at
church, send it in the mail, or scan and email the form.
Please help as you are able.
December 15th

Henderson Presbyterian Church
Financial Stewardship Commitment
2020

December 22nd
December 24th

To support the mission of our church

Name:
Address:

December 25th

City:
$

State:
per ( ) week

(

) month

Zip:

January 5th

( ) other

Commitment may be increased or decreased due to changing circumstances.
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First Sunday of Advent and
our annual Chrismon
Service will be observed
this Sunday
Children’s Christmas
Pageant during the Worship
Service (Joint Service with
the First Filipino American
Presbyterian Church)
Choir Christmas Cantata
presented by the Joint HPC/
FFAPC Choirs
Christmas Sunday
Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service (Joint Service with
the First Filipino-American
Presbyterian Church)
Christmas Day—Christ is
Born!
Epiphany Sunday—Take
down the Christmas
decorations after the
Worship Service

Guess the Christmas Carol
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

The apartment of two psychiatrists.
The lad is a diminutive percussionist.
Adorn the vestibule.
Sir Lancelot with laryngitis.
Frozen precipitation commence.
The smogless bewitching hour arrived.
Wanted in December: top forward incisors.
Do you perceive the same longitudinal pressure which stimulates
my auditory sense organs?
Far back in a hay bin.
I spied my maternal parent osculating a red-coated, unshaven teamster.
Our fervent hope is that you thoroughly enjoy your yuletide season.
May the Deity bestow an absence of fatigue to mild male humans.
Assemble everyone who believes.
Hallowed post meridian.
Listen, the winged heavenly messengers are proclaiming tunefully.
Exuberation to this orb.
Ancient benevolent despot.
Metal tintinnabulums.

Answers in next month’s issue!

Number Fill-It-In
3 Digits

4 Digits

5 Digits

164

1472

14369

51943

218

1692

16324

56218

285

1859

18234

69784

317

2674

18324

71658

375

3157

23156

72691

376

3427

24753

93781

418

3491

34159

436

3571

36179

529

4126

37416

569

5864

41398

651

7283

45217

952

7681

49321

9
6

5
2
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On Santa's Team
By Carol Laycock
My grandma taught me everything about Christmas. I was just a kid. I remember
tearing across town on my bike to visit her on the day my big sister dropped the
bomb: "There is no Santa Claus," jeered my sister. "Even dummies know that!"
My grandma was not the gushy kind, never had been. I fled to her that day because I knew she would be
straight with me. I knew Grandma always told the truth, and I knew that the truth always went down a whole
lot easier when swallowed with one of her world-famous cinnamon buns.
Grandma was home, and the buns were still warm. Between bites, I told her everything. She was ready for
me.
"No Santa Claus!" she snorted. "Ridiculous! Don't believe it. That rumor has been going around for years, and
it makes me mad, plain mad. Now, put on your coat, and let's go."
"Go? Go where, Grandma?" I asked. I hadn't even finished my second cinnamon bun.
"Where" turned out to be Kerby's General Store, the one store in town that had a little bit of just about
everything. As we walked through its doors, Grandma handed me ten dollars. That was a bundle in those
days.
"Take this money," she said, "and buy something for someone who needs it. I'll wait for you in the car." Then
she turned and walked out of Kerby's.
I was only eight years old. I'd often gone shopping with my mother, but never had I shopped for anything all
by myself. The store seemed big and crowded, full of people scrambling to finish their Christmas shopping.
For a few moments I just stood there, confused, clutching that ten-dollar bill, wondering what to buy, and who
on earth to buy it for. I thought of everybody I knew: my family, my friends, my neighbors, the kids at school,
the people who went to my church.

I was just about thought out, when I suddenly thought of Bobbie Decker. He was a kid with bad breath and
messy hair, and he sat right behind me in Mrs. Pollock's grade-two class. Bobbie Decker didn't have a coat. I
knew that because he never went out for recess during the winter. His mother always wrote a note, telling the
teacher that he had a cough; but all we kids knew that Bobbie Decker didn't have a cough, and he didn't have
a coat.
I fingered the ten-dollar bill with growing excitement. I would buy Bobbie Decker a coat. I settled on a red
corduroy one that had a hood to it. It looked real warm, and he would like that. I didn't see a price tag, but ten
dollars ought to buy anything. I put the coat and my ten-dollar bill on the counter and pushed them toward the
lady behind it.
She looked at the coat, the money, and me. "Is this a Christmas present for someone?" she asked kindly.
"Yes," I replied shyly. "It's ... for Bobbie. He's in my class, and he doesn't have a coat." The nice lady smiled
at me. I didn't get any change, but she put the coat in a bag and wished me a Merry Christmas.
That evening, Grandma helped me wrap the coat in Christmas paper and ribbons, and write, "To Bobbie,
From Santa Claus" on it ... Grandma said that Santa always insisted on secrecy.
Then she drove me over to Bobbie Decker's house, explaining as we went that I was now and forever
officially one of Santa's helpers. Grandma parked down the street from Bobbie's house, and she and I crept
noiselessly and hid in the bushes by his front walk.
Suddenly, Grandma gave me a nudge. "All right, Santa Claus," she whispered, "get going."
I took a deep breath, dashed for his front door, threw the present down on his step, pounded his doorbell
twice and flew back to the safety of the bushes and Grandma. Together we waited breathlessly in the
darkness for the front door to open. Finally it did, and there stood Bobbie. He looked down, looked around,
picked up his present, took it inside and closed the door.
Forty years haven't dimmed the thrill of those moments spent shivering, beside my grandma, in Bobbie
Decker's bushes. That night, I realized that those awful rumors about Santa Claus were just what Grandma
said they were: Ridiculous!

Santa was alive and well ... AND WE WERE ON HIS TEAM!
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