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March Worship Services
March 6th

On this first Sunday in Lent, Pastor
Nonong’s message is called “The Heart
and Mouth Connection” and is based on
Romans 10: 8 - 13. Read ahead and
then join us for this powerful message.

March 13th

Guest Pastor Rene Myers, Mission Engagement Advisor-West,
Presbyterian Mission Agency will join us in this Sunday’s sermon based
on Matthew 25: 31 - 46. Please welcome Pastor Myers.

March 20th

The sermon for this 3rd Sunday in March is “An Example NOT to Follow.”
The Scripture passage for the message is 1 Corinthians 10: 1 - 13.
Come and hear what this message means.

March 27th

“Being New,” based on 2 Corinthians 5: 16 - 21, is the message for this
morning. What does it mean to be “new?”

March 2022
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7:00 PM

Ash Wednesday Worship
Joint HPC/PCLG service

3

10:00 AM

Bible Study

3

7:00 PM

Choir Practice
First Food Drive Sunday
First Sunday of every month

6
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9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kids’ Sunday School

11:00 AM

Coffee Fellowship

11:15 AM

Deacons’ Meeting

10:00 AM

Bible Study

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

12

5:00 PM

St. Patrick’s Day Potluck

13

2:00 AM

Daylight Saving Time Begins

13

9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School

13

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kids’ Sunday School

11:00 AM

Coffee Fellowship

10

March Birthdays

17

4

Albert Fallon

8

Kayon Reese

12

Andy Bayley

17

Paul Millholland

17

Timothy Styer

19

Justin Fowles

23

Melissa Knight

26

Rudy Lednicky

30

Nancy Sprague

If you don’t see your name
listed in the birthdays or
anniversaries, please let
the office know so we can
add you to the list!

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

17

10:00 AM

Bible Study

17

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

20

9:00 AM

Adult Bible Study

10:00 AM

Worship Service/Kids’ Sunday School

11:00 AM

Coffee Fellowship

11:15 AM

Session Meeting

24

10:00 AM

Bible Study

3 Mary and Robert Salaiz

24

7:00 PM

Choir Practice

7 Bobbie and Andy Bayley

27

9:00 AM

Adult Sunday School

19 Marilyn and Richard Frassato

10:00 AM
27 11:00 AM
11:30 AM
31 10:00 AM
7:00 PM

Celebrating an Anniversary

Worship Service/Kids’ Sunday School
Special Congregational Meeting
Congregational Coffee Fellowship
Bible Study

Scouts this Month

Choir Practice

Girl Scouts Tuesdays, 5:30 PM
Cub Scouts Wednesdays, 5:30 PM
Boy Scouts Wednesdays, 6:30 PM
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Pastor Nonong - A New Beginning
33

I have said this to you, so that in me you may have peace. In the
world you face persecution. But take courage; I have conquered the
world!” – John 16: 33
The biggest news I’ve been hearing this past week is about the threat of war in Eastern Europe
because Russia has positioned a huge number of military assets in their border with Ukraine. Any
wrong move on both sides might trigger armed hostilities and might spill over to other countries in that
region and the world. This means war and violence.
That is why in this article I will talk about peace. What is peace? The dictionary defined it as a state of
tranquility or quiet: such as freedom from civil disturbance or a state of security or order within a
community provided for by law or custom. I’m sure all wanted to have peace. Peace between
countries, communities, peoples, and even in each individual’s lives. Peace is an elusive thing
especially if we look at it plainly as the absence of war or violence; for there is not a single day in this
world where violence is not present.
The peace that we should pursue, and live by is the peace that Jesus
Christ brings, for it is the peace that I believe will truly give us the state
of tranquility and calmness. Philippians 4: 6-7 said 6 Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7 And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Jesus is the assurance of
peace within us.
In John 16: 33, Jesus did not promise us a rose garden or the absence
of persecution, troubles, or violence in this world, we will definitely
experience it; but his presence in and with us is the key to having peace. It is because we are assured
that whatever happens, we have the peace that Jesus gave us. John 14: 27 said 27 Peace I leave
with you; my peace I give to you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts
be troubled, and do not let them be afraid.
What makes Christ’s followers different from other peoples? We have the peace that Jesus Christ
gives. A peace that passes all understanding and a peace that transcends hate and violence.
The peace of God be with us all!

Church Officers
The following have agreed to serve, and have been elected by the congregation, as our church officers
for the coming year:
Ruling Elders (Session)
Barbara Gillaspy – Clerk
Karen Chandler
Craig Delano
Joe Guerra
Tom Mack
Craig Sell
Gil Tam
Polly Wilson

Deacons
Alice Cain—Secretary
Christian Guerra—Moderator
Barbara Sylvis—Treasurer
Naomi Guerra
Mary Moreland-Salaiz
Robert Salaiz
Danielle Sykes
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Thursday Morning Bible Study
The Adult Bible Study
meets at 10:00 a.m. in the
Fireside Room. All are
welcome to this time of
study, fellowship, and
prayer.
Kids’ Church is held every Sunday during
the Worship Service. Children are asked to sit
with their families for the first part of the
Worship Service
and come up for
the Children’s
Message. They
are then excused
to the Sunday
School Room to
learn more about God and do other activities
that help them in their relationship with Jesus
Christ.

What is Lent and Why Does it
Last 40 Days?
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting
Sundays, which begins on Ash Wednesday and
ends on Holy Saturday. Lent comes from the
Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen”
and refers to the lengthening days of spring.
The forty days represents the time Jesus spent
in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of
Satan and preparing to begin his ministry.
Lent is a
time of
repentance,
fasting and
preparation
for the
coming of
Lent is a journey of preparation for
Easter. It is
following the way of Jesus.
a time of
self-examination and reflection. In the early
church, Lent began as a period of fasting and
preparation for baptism by new converts and
then became a time of penance by all
Christians. Today, Christians focus on
relationship with God, growing as disciples and
extending ourselves, often choosing to give up
something or to volunteer and give of ourselves
for others.

Our Nursery is available from 9:30 AM through
the Worship Service. Lynn Caravella is our
outstanding Nursery Attendant. She makes it
fun for the pre-schoolers that attend – having a
lesson as well as having time to play.
The Adult Sunday School Class meets every
Sunday at 9:00 a.m. in the church library.
Questions? Speak with either of our teachers:
Karen Chandler or Sue Lednicky. We could
really use another teacher!

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty
days because each Sunday represents a "miniEaster." This is why you will see the
designation "Sunday in Lent" rather than
"Sunday of Lent" in the naming of these
Sundays. On each Lord's Day in Lent, while
Lenten fasts continue, the reverent spirit of Lent
is tempered with joyful anticipation of the
Resurrection.

Prayer Chain
If you want to solicit prayers for yourself or
someone else, you can phone the church office
at 702-565-9684, email hpcnv@lvcoxmail.com
and put in your request or send your information
to Toni Purtill at nvpurtill@cox.net.

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-what-islent-and-why-does-it-last-forty-days
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Deacons and Session
Meetings

Save the Date!

The Deacons will meet in the Church Library on
Sunday, March 6th during the Coffee Fellowship.
The Session of our church will meet on March 20th
during the coffee fellowship. All are welcome to
attend and give input at this meeting.

Special Congregational
Meeting Called
A special Congregational Meeting has been called
for Sunday, March 27 following the worship
service. Please try to attend.

March 12

St. Patrick’s Potluck

March 13

Daylight Saving Time begins

March 14-16

Nevada Presbytery Meetings at
Grace Presbyterian Church

March 27

Special Congregational Meeting

April 10

Palm Sunday (Holy Week begins)

April 17

Easter Sunday

May 13

Possible HPC Night at the Aviators

The color of St. Patrick's Day was originally blue.

Opportunities at HPC
Calling all who worship at Henderson Presbyterian Church! We need you to sign up on the
clipboards at the end of the hallway leading to the Sanctuary. There are multiple opportunities to be
part of your church. Get involved in the life of the church in one or more of these ways.
Lay Leader, ProPresenter or Videographer on Sunday morning – it’s not as hard as you
might think! Check with Craig Sell, our elder in charge of Worship, for more information.

Coffee Fellowship Sign up in the Narthex to take charge of the coffee
fellowship one week. You would bring a couple snacks for everyone to eat,
set out the food and clean up afterwards by washing up trays (if needed) and
emptying coffee and hot water. Also, take out the trash from the Fireside Room
and kitchen. Our Coffee Fellowship is a great time to introduce ourselves to
someone we don’t know … or “touch base” with our friends over something to eat.
Coffee and water will be provided. Finger foods are encouraged.
Greeter to welcome those who come to worship with us – a friendly smile is a
great way to be met on a Sunday morning. If you have any questions, please contact
Craig Delano, our elder in charge of Membership and Evangelism.
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A New Way to Help!
Food Drive Sunday
Beginning March 6 we will start a
program to help our Church’s Food Bank. Bring
your non-perishable food items to church on the
first Sunday of each month. Every little bit helps.
Please make sure that food is not expired and
containers are in good shape. “Pop top” cans are
most desirable, especially for our homeless
clients.
 Canned tuna or chicken
 Cereal
 Canned green beans or corn
 Canned apple sauce
 Spaghetti
 16 ounce bottled water
Pick up a list of needed items in the Narthex.

Your contributions are
desperately needed and
they are making a huge
difference to our
community. We share
the love of Christ in a
most tangible and concrete way by
providing them with food and
personal hygiene items. Thank
you in advance for your continued
support of this worthy church outreach
program. To contribute, simply write a check to
“HPC Food Bank.” The donation can be
dropped in the offering plate or mailed to the
Food Bank in care of Henderson Presbyterian
Church. Remember, Food Bank donations
must be made separately from church
donations.
Hygiene items and dog and cat food also are
accepted.
Thank you!

Being Good Stewards of Our
Church Home
Please remember that our custodian is only
required to clean once a week. It’s up to the rest
of us to keep the place clean the rest of the time.
What are some ways you can help?


Empty trash after each meeting.



Throw away candy wrappers in trash cans.



Take your church bulletins home with you to
recycle! Don’t leave them on the seats or in
the hymnal. There also is a recycling bin in the
hallway at the rear of the church.



If you spill something, clean it up!



Make sure children are properly supervised;
especially when eating and drinking.



When you see trash outside, bring it in and
throw it away.

MARCH 13

We are all stewards of our church property and it
is up to each one of us to do all we can.
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Turn clocks ahead
one hour in the
wee hours of the
morning. It’s also
a good reminder
to change the
batteries in your
home’s smoke
detector.
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The Cross in the Roman World
Taken from Bible Archaeology
Contributed by Karen Fallon

The word “cross” was offensive to Romans. One
Roman insulted another by using it on a graffito
discovered in the Stabian baths of Pompeii: “May
you be nailed to the cross!” Classical texts similarly
use the term “cross” in curses. The Roman writer
Plautus, for instance, uses the phrase “go to an evil
cross” as slang for “go to hell” (e.g., Pseudolus 331).4
In fact, even the Latin word for cross (crux) sounded
harsh to the ears, according to St. Augustine (De
Dialectic 10.10).

As the most extreme penalty in the Roman world, a
person could suffer crucifixion in several ways.
Seneca recalls seeing victims with their head down to
the ground, others who had their private parts
impaled, and still others with outstretched arms (De
Consolatione ad Marciam 6.20.3).
When not impaled, the condemned person usually
carried the horizontal beam called the patibulum to the
place of execution outside the city walls. Either a
soldier or public executor fastened the condemned
person who was naked or wearing a loincloth to the
cross with ropes or nails. Material
evidence suggests that a person’s
feet were nailed separately on each
side of the vertical beam of the
cross. A crucifixion image discovered
in Puteoli, Italy, for instance, shows a
man, who had been severely
flogged, with outstretched arms and
feet nailed separately to the vertical
beam.

In 70 B.C.E., Cicero accused a former governor of
Sicily named Gaius Verres of crucifying a Roman
citizen. According to Verres, the Roman citizen
named P. Gavius was guilty of espionage. Cicero
reports that while Gavius was flogged in the
marketplace, the only sounds from his lips were the
words, “I am a Roman citizen.” Despite his claim of
Roman citizenship, a cross was prepared for him.
“Yes, a cross,” says Cicero, was prepared for this
“broken sufferer, who had never seen such an
accursed thing till then” (Against Verres 2.5.162).5
Worst of all, Verres ordered for Gavius to be crucified
on the shore facing the Italian mainland since he
claimed Roman citizenship. This incident recorded in
Cicero’s speech against Verres reveals that, at least
for Roman elites, crucifixion was extremely rare to
witness or suffer.

An ankle bone pierced with a nail found at Givat haMivtar likewise attests to the practice of using one nail
per foot.6 Finally, after the humiliating procession to
the place of execution and the preparations for
crucifixion were completed, the Romans raised the
cross high in the air, so as to allow people to see the
condemned person die from a long distance.7

Unlike the Roman elites, slaves and members of the
lower class were unfortunately very familiar with the
cross. In a play by Plautus, a slave comments that
his death on the cross is inevitable: “I know that the
cross will be my tomb; there my ancestors have been
laid to rest, my father, grandfather, great-grandfather,
great-great-grandfather” (The Braggart Soldier 372–
373). Slaves, in fact, could be crucified for even the
smallest mistakes.

To die on the cross was not only humiliating, but a
slow and agonizing experience—sometimes lasting
days. St. Augustine suggests that the purpose of
crucifixion was to inflict as much pain as possible
while prolonging death (Tractate 36.4 [John 8:15–18]).
Of course, in order to maximize the amount of pain
inflicted on an individual, the Romans typically tortured
the victim before fastening them to the cross.

The Romans primarily reserved crucifixion for
criminals and rebellious foreigners. The first-century
Jewish historian Josephus records numerous
instances when the Romans crucified fractious Jews
in Palestine (e.g., Wars of the Jews 2.75). Of course,
when the Romans crucified rebels and criminals, the
cross was more than a penalty; it was also a
deterrent. For instance, the Romans crucified
Spartacus and his rebellious slaves on the Appian
Way for everyone to see from Capua to Rome
(Appian, The Civil Wars 1.120). A long row of
crosses with rebellious slaves fastened to them must
have discouraged other slaves from similarly
revolting against their masters.

While medical theories traditionally assert that people
died on the cross from asphyxia (respiratory failure),
recent studies contend that the victims most likely
died because of a variety of physiological factors.
Regardless of the actual cause of death, crucifixion
was a slow and excruciatingly painful death.
4. CIL 4.2082. See John Granger Cook, “Envisioning Crucifixion: Light from
Several Inscriptions and the Palatine Graffito,” Novum Testamentum 50 (2008), p.
277, where Cook comments that this inscription might read, “Get crucified,” the
equivalent of the English expression, “Go to hell.”
5. Unless otherwise noted, this article uses the translations of classical texts in the
Loeb Classical Library.
6. The crucified Jewish man was named Yehohanan. For an analysis of his ankle
bone that was pierced with a nail, see Joseph Zilas and Eliezer Sekeles, “The Crucified Man from Giv’at Ha-Mivtar: A Reappraisal,” Israel Exploration Journal 35
(1985), pp. 22–27.
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7. See Cook, Crucifixion in the Mediterranean World, pp. 423–30 for an overview
of the practice of Roman crucifixion.

